


Beatrix Potter (1866 ς1943)
Helen Beatrix Potter was an English writer, 
illustrator, natural scientist, and conservationist 
best known for her children's books featuring animals.

She was interested in every branch of natural science 
save astronomy. Botany was a passion for most 
Victorians and nature study was a popular enthusiasm. 
Beatrix loved collecting fossils, studying archaeological
artefacts from London excavations, and interested in
entomology. In all these areas she drew and painted her 

specimens with increasing skill. 

By the 1890s her scientific interests centred on mycology. First drawn to fungi 
because of their colours and evanescence in nature and her delight in painting 
them. 

Curious as to how fungi reproduced, she began microscopic drawings of fungus 
spores (the agarics) and in 1895 developed a theory of their germination. 
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The Tale of Samuel Whiskers

Once upon a time 
there was an old cat, 
called Mrs. 

Tabitha Twitchit, 



Mrs. Tabitha Twitchit, 
was an anxious parent. 

She used to lose 
her kittens 

continually, 
and whenever 

they were lost, 
they always 

got into mischief!
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On baking day she determined 
to shut them up in a cupboard.

She caught Moppet and Mittens, 
but she could not 

find Tom anywhere.
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Mrs. Tabitha went up 
and down 

all over the house, 
mewing for Tom Kitten. 

She looked in the pantry 
under the staircase, 

and she searched the best 
spare bedroom that was all 
covered up with dust sheets. 
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She went right upstairs 
and looked into the attics, 

but she could not find him anywhere.
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The old house was full of 
cupboards and passages. 

The walls were thick, 
and there used to be 

queer noises inside them, 
as if there might be 

a little secret staircase. 
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Certainly there were
odd little 

jagged doorways 
in the wainscot, 
and things 

disappeared at night,
especially 

cheese and bacon.



Mrs. Tabitha 
became 

more and more 
distracted, 

and 
mewed 
dreadfully.


