


P Beatrix Potter (1866& 1943)

4.‘""?’
i

»——; . HelenBeatrix Pottemwasan English writer,

/ "“'}6 illustrator, natural scientist, and conservationist

7 2. bestknown for her children’s books featurirggimals.

1,. Shewas interested in every branch of natural science

* save astronomyBotany was a passion for most

» Victoriansand nature study was a popular enthusiasm.
s+ Beatrix lovedollectingfossils,studyingarchaeological
artefactsfrom London excavations, and interested
entomology In all these areas she drew and painted her
specimens with increasing skKill.

Bythe 1890s her scientific interests centred on mycology. First drawn to fungi
because of their colours and evanescence in nature and her delight in paintin
them.

Curiousas to how fungi reproducedghebegan microscopic drawings of fungus
spores (the agarics) and in 1895 developed a theory of gemination.
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The Tale of Samuel Whiskers

Once upon a time

there wasanold cat,
called Mrs

TabithaTwitchit,




The Tale of Samuel Whiskers

Mrs. Tabithalwitchit,
was ananxious parent.

Sheused to lose
her kittens
continually
and whenever
they werelost,
they always
got into mischief!




The Tale of Samuel Whiskers

On baking daghedetermined
to shut themup ina cupboard

ShecaughtMoppetand Mittens,
but she couldhot
find Tom anywhere.




The Tale of Samuel Whiskers

Mrs. Tabitha wenup
and down

all over the house,

mewingfor Tom Kitten

Shelooked In the pantry
underthe staircase
andshesearched the best
sparebedroomthat was all
covered upwith dust sheets.



The Tale of Samuel Whiskers

She wentight upstairs
andlooked into the attics,
but she could nofind himanywhere.




The Tale of Samuel Whiskers

The old house was fLolf
cupboardsand passages.

The wallaverethick,
andthere used to be

gueernoisesinside them
asif there might be

a little secret staircase.




The Tale of Samuel Whiskers

Certainly there were
odd little

Jaggeddoorways

In the wainscot,
andthings

disappeared at night,
especially

cheeseand bacon.




Mrs. Tabitha
hecame
more andmore
distracted

and
mewed
dreadfully




